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neWcastle Pudding lady 
traditional style, handmade and boiled in a cloth and 
containing high fruit content. use by date January 2011
bca 312 500gm Round $25.00    $19.00

And–suitable for diabetics and celiacs in controlled 
portions and gluten free (no added sugar or artificial 
sweetener, wholemeal flour and margarine instead of 
butter and fewer eggs)
bca 314 500gm log $27.00  $ 21.00

Clearance of Christmas Cards to make way for new designs
SALE!
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christmas cards Pack of 10  
bca 015 Pack of 10 cards $7.00  $5.00
Limited Stocks
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Editorial BCA directory 

‘change’ always seems to be a factor in life.  Whether as a consequence of an horrific 

and sudden impact or slow small steps, it always brings about a reaction from us as 

individuals. sometimes for good and sometimes not, but it is the consistent unchanging 

nature of our lord that provides the critique of what we do and think.

There are 3 things to note about ‘change’ in this issue of the Real Australian.

The issue:
•  highlights some of the incremental changes that regional and rural sectors are 

experiencing; and the response of those in ministry in those areas and of BCA. 

•  goes to the printer, as the horror and magnitude of the recent disasters are only just 

being realised, the impact assessed and beginning to be coped with. It recognises the 

worth of our nation’s emergency services personnel.

•  notes the passing of three stalwarts of the faith who had served with BCA - people who 

saw much change and significant disaster events in their time yet whose witness to the 

Lord was rock solid.

What do these three and the stories in this issue have in common? 

They focus us on the need to look to Jesus as both big and little things impact change on 

our lives, reminding us of the need to be credible witnesses of our Lord at all times.

Paul reminds Timothy “so do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord” 2 Timothy 1:8

brian roberts 

National Director 
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nikki and i start in kununurra with great 

excitement to engage in the wonderful 

ministry that has been happening here 

over the past several years. We are 

thrilled to be able to work alongside the 

Johnsons and also the Watsons (bca 

co-Workers) in helping the church to 

continue doing the lord’s work.

Kununurra is filled with many challenges 

that Nikki and I will be faced with, which 

are both exciting and daunting all at the 

same time! We are both relational people 

and love getting alongside people and 

encouraging them in their walk with the 

Lord. We look forward to doing this with 

many of the folk here.

Kununurra is a very transient 

community. We feel that we need to 

encourage, build and equip people in the 

short time they are with us. We hope to 

send them on better equipped to use their 

God given gifts in another location. 

We aspire to see the church continue in 

being kingdom focused, looking out beyond 

the four walls of the church building to see 

that our wonderful God is a missional God, 

a God that has set a task for his people 

to be a great witness of the gospel to the 

community in which we live as well as to 

the whole world.

We hope to also befriend folk in the 

indigenous community, to be able to share 

the good news and practically help them 

where we can. There are some amazing 

indigenous ministries going on here in 

Kununurra which are a real blessing. It is 

exciting to have the opportunity to be a 

part of them.

Kununurra is a big change from 

Geraldton where I have been for the past 

3 years (as the Assistant Minister at the 

Cathedral). We covet your prayers for us 

as we start out on this new path the Lord 

has led us to. Please pray for opportunities, 

wisdom and endurance for the days ahead.

God bless,

gary & nikki alexander

Kununurra

From Geraldton to Kununurra 

” A ROAD tRIP FOR tHE LORD”

Gary and Nikki Alexander
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Where the heck is Fred’s Pass?

the Parish of fred’s Pass/batchelor, 

also known as the region of litchfield, 

has its “base” at the church of the good 

shepherd which is situated on bees creek 

road some 30 kms south of darwin and 

adjacent to the fred’s Pass reserve. 

The Reserve consists of approximately 

32 hectares of ovals [both AFL and Rugby 

League], polo cross grounds 

and well trodden walking 

paths and is home to the 

annual Fred’s Pass Show.

Seventy kms further 

south is the community 

of Batchelor. The Anglican 

Church is dedicated in the 

name of St Francis and so 

each year St Francis is remembered with a 

service of the Blessing of the Animals – in 

2008 the same service was held both in 

Batchelor and Fred’s Pass. Now blessing 

animals in the Darwin region can always 

throw up some interesting possibilities, 

especially in Batchelor where crocodiles 

[with jaws suitably taped], a variety of 

snakes, wallabies, rodents, dogs and cats, 

have all been blessed. The 2008 service in 

Fred’s Pass, being the first to be held here, 

was a little more circumspect; never-the-

less a variety of canines, frill necked lizards, 

green tree frogs, chickens and birds were all 

blessed.

A St Francis day service is a great way 

of inviting people to church who might not 

normally attend and I would recommend 

this event as a form of community 

outreach.

During the past two years 

members of the Church of 

the Good Shepherd have 

also successfully sought 

grants from NAPCAN NT in 

order to finance programmes 

during Child Protection Week 

and Children’s Week. As a 

result of these grants we have conducted 

a Kite Making Workshop, Parents and 

Grandparents seminars [facilitated by Vivien 

Bleby ex BCA Coober Pedy] and a Saturday 

afternoon programme – “Cooking Cookies 

with Kids”. All very successful and a means 

of not only serving the community but 

also of demonstrating the Gospel hope for 

which we stand.

david amery 

Fred’s Pass

Blessing of the animals

Cooking cookies

Blessing of the animals
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in the early days of australia, cash money 

was in short supply so outback merchants 

relied on Promissory notes or ious made 

out to certain values, and these could be 

exchanged at the store for the appropriate 

amount of goods. in turn, these pieces of 

paper were passed from hand to hand in a 

similar way to currency, and as many men 

kept the notes in their boots, the pieces of 

paper became known as “shinplaster”.

IOUs relied on the ability of the 

storekeeper to make good with whatever 

the purchaser needed – there was a degree 

of expectation on behalf of the holder of 

the IOU, and there was an obligation on the 

part of the issuer of the IOU. 

obligation and expectation

God has initiated numerous promises 

that we can read in His Word – “He has 

given us His very great and precious 

promises” (2 Peter 1:4) and there are many 

principles and purposes linked to these 

promises. Surrounding the 2 Peter verse 

we read 

“His divine power has 

given us everything we need for life and 

godliness” (verse 3) and it is through His 

promises that we can participate in the 

divine nature and “escape the corruption of 

the world” (verse 4)

As the initiator of the promises God has 

an obligation to fulfill these promises, and 

at the same time we can have a reasonable 

expectation that He will indeed honour His 

promises. In the prayer of dedication of the 

temple Solomon prayed a prayer that can 

be affirmed today “Praise be to the Lord 

who has given rest to His people as He 

promised. Not one word has failed of all the 

good promises He gave through His servant 

Moses.” (1 Kings 8:56)

And to what do we apply these 

promises? To God’s service through BCA? Of 

course. But we can also apply them to our 

‘coming and going’ (Psalm 121:8) as a part 

of the every day mundane aspects of living.

I.O.u. busPa’s corner

be Part of this eXciting Programme
Is God calling you to support this important ministry? BCA nomads are a vital part of 

the success of Christ for Campers. If you think you could help in one or two locations, 

while enjoying Australia’s beautiful north West, phone your Regional Officer or email 

nomads@bushchurchaid.com.au

bca nomads and you...
If you are planning a trip around 
Australia, you might want to consider 
spending part of your trip helping out at 
some of our BCA Centres along the way. 
Our Field Staff always welcome a helping 
hand, fresh insight, encouragement, 
prayer – or whatever else you may have 
to offer – there is no shortage of jobs that 
need doing.
If you are interested in being part of 
this special ministry please contact 
your Regional office or email nomads@
bushchurchaid.com.au
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Christ for Campers on the East Coast

Continued over

the stream of holidaymakers turning off 

the Princes highway in early January was 

increased by seven nomads and greg and 

rhi Jones from bca Victoria office. 

They were heading for Mallacoota to 

run the first BCA Christ for Campers on 

the east coast. Over the next few days 

new friendships would be formed with 

each other and with members of the 

local church who did much of the local 

organisation and helped throughout the 

week.

Four breakfasts and an evening event 

were held in the grounds of St Peters 

overlooking thousands of campers and 

the beautiful Mallacoota Inlet. The sound 

of Greg’s music could be heard through a 

large section of the park. A stroll through 

the area would find large numbers of 

people lying in their tents with the flaps 

open listening to the music, testimonies 

from the team or the message of life in 

Jesus Christ. At the very end of the last 

morning a man with a young child rushed 

over from his tent saying that he had been 

meaning to come all week but hadn’t got 

up in time! So many people heard the 

message but not perhaps in the way we 

planned. The number who bought breakfast 

was small although we had a number who 

came from other camp sites around town.

It soon became evident that Jesus Christ 

was working in very special ways. Working 

together with BCA Nomads encouraged 

local Christians to step out in new ways. 

Nomads themselves also grew through the 

experience. Some faced their nervousness 

and spoke in public for the first time, 

receiving real encouragement from the 

Caption
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Lord and others. Others saw prayer for 

specific situations answered. Members of 

the local congregation began to understand 

that sharing faith is something anyone can 

do with God’s help. It was amazing to see 

how quickly a team grew when people had 

a common purpose.

Conversations with locals also showed 

that they were aware of and interested 

in what we were doing. The potential for 

future growth locally has therefore been 

enhanced and a further step in placing the 

message of Jesus Christ at the centre of the 

community made.

Annette Hill – one of the Nomads – 

summed up the week. “For Kelvin and me 

it has been a joy and humbling experience 

to work alongside folk that we had not 

met until the day before the mission. It has 

been encouraging not only for ourselves 

but more so for the local church members, 

for all of us a very very new ministry 

opportunity. Although we have done 

Nomad work before this was different. 

The whole group worked as a team and it 

was such a blessing to feel Jesus moving 

amongst us. Encouraging each other in 

our faith walks has been a very valuable 

side to our visit here especially at this time 

with Graham and June leaving in just over 

a month to return to England. Our prayer 

for the dear folks of the parish is that “they 

will be strengthened by the Holy Spirit and 

protected as they await their next pastor.” 

So at the end of the week another 

stream headed back to the Highway tired 

but with many memories and valuable 

experiences. For most the more immediate 

reminder was the constant itching of 

mosquito bites that have been particularly 

vicious this year!

graham knott

Croajingolong

From previous page

Mallacoota camping groud

Christ for Campers on the East Coast



9tHE REAL AuStRALIAn

two fire vehicles, an ambulance, an ses 

Vehicle and a surf lifesaving craft arrived 

at st Peters church in wild winds and 

driving rain during december. inside a 

team of red cross workers joined the 

orange and blue uniformed emergency 

service volunteers and an expectant group 

of community members.

Was there a crisis here? Not this time 

thankfully.

The emergency services teams converged 

on St Peters for the first Thanksgiving 

service given by the congregation and the 

community to recognise their dedication, 

unselfish hard work and the security 

provided to Mallacoota, Gypsy Point and 

Genoa.

But hang on – Where were the Police?

The Thanksgiving, attended by more 

than a hundred locals, was led by the Revd 

Graham Knott who opened the service with 

the words 

“We gather here to give thanks for those 

who enrich and protect the life of our town 

of Mallacoota; for those, who in times of 

uncertainty and danger, guard and save 

life; who care for all regardless of creed or 

colour, wealth or status and whose service 

is for all whether friend or stranger. As we 

meet with each other we meet also in the 

presence of God who sustains the world 

with love and who, in Jesus Christ, reminds 

us that there is no greater love than to live 

in the service of others. Today as we give 

thanks for the past we dedicate ourselves 

to the future affirming our common 

commitment to serve and to care.”

Members of the Services groups led the 

prayers for the SES, Ambulance Service, 

Firemen, and Surf Life Savers. A member 

of the Red Cross read the Bible text for the 

day.

The walls of St Peters were adorned with 

the response cards from the community 

and a selection of these were read during 

mallacoota Says “thank You!”

Continued over

Revd Graham Knott 
and members of the 
emergency services
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the service.

During the Address the Revd Knott 

expressed the importance of saying “ Thank 

you”.

“It means that we recognise the worth 

of what every one of you does. And we 

recognise that worth when we need you 

as well as all the other very ordinary days 

when we can relax because we know you 

guys are there when we call. As we thank 

others and are thanked ourselves we build 

a better community because we recognise 

and affirm the value of each other.”

“As we say thank you today we want 

to encourage you to stay focussed not on 

what is but on what can be - to keep your 

passion. One of the ways of doing that is 

to focus not on what has been lost but on 

what has been won. On the lives of people 

now who are living out their dreams, who 

are contributing to community themselves, 

who will be with their families this 

Christmas and holidays because of you. In 

other words not to focus purely on what is 

but on what can be.” 

He finished with the hope that the men 

and women in our Emergency Services will 

be encouraged to keep their passion to 

serve the community.

 “We hope the words you have heard 

today will help sustain you. We hope 

you will read and hold onto those words 

written by the youngest to the oldest in 

our community. We hope you will sense 

the friendship and support of Mallacoota. 

And we hope that when times get tougher 

and voices around you louder and more 

immediate in the midst of crisis – you will 

still hear today’s whisper of thank you.”

A thanks best expressed by one of 

our younger community members “The 

ambulance saved my mum and took her to 

Monash Medical Centre. If it wasn’t for the 

ambulance I wouldn’t have a mum.”

Oh! And where were the Police?

Up all night clearing the Princes 

Highway of fallen trees – working in wild 

and wet weather to keep the traveling 

public safe – so to the police we say, ‘Thank 

you!’

roger Jackman

Congregation Member 

From previous page

Thanksgiving Service 
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notice Of Annual General meeting

the Bush Church Aid Society of Australia

For the purpose of adopting the audited accounts of the Society 

for the financial year ended 31st December, 2008 and to elect Councillors

Wednesday 20th May at 9.30am • Level 7, 37 York St. Sydney

queensland & northern nsW
Saturday 28th march 2009  
•  St Stephen’s Church Hall, 343 Cavendish Road, 

Coorparoo 
• “Bush & Bible Day” 
•  AGM – 9.30am followed by morning tea at 

10.00am 
•  First session commences 10.30am and 

concludes at 3.00pm  
•  Speakers – Revd Neville Naden (Broken Hill) 

& Revd Jason Page (Canberra) 
•  Cost - $10 includes morning/afternoon tea and 

lunch • Come for the AGM and stay for the 
day or just come at 10 am for registration! 

•  RSVP: 21st March, 2009 to Marj: marj@
bushchurchaid.com.au or 07 3349 9081 

new south Wales & act
thursday 16th April, 2009 at 12pm 
•  BCA Boardroom • Level 7, 37 York Street, 

Sydney 
•  Guest Speakers: Mike and Chantalle Keith – 

BCA Lightning Ridge 
•  RSVP: 9th April, 2009 to Vika: 

vika@bushchurchaid.com.au or  
02 9262 5017. Light lunch provided

Victoria & tasmania
Friday 1st may 2009 6.30pm 
Spit Roast dinner, entertainment, guest speakers, 
Field updates  
•  Venue St Mary’s Caulfield  

melways map 67, J11 
•  RSVP : 26th April, 2009 to Bob:  

vic@bushchurchaid.com.au or  
03 9457 7556 

south australia & northern territory
Sunday 3rd may 2009  
Christ Church Jeffcott Street, north Adelaide  
• Lunch and meeting from 12.30pm • Keynote 
Speaker: Grant Hay, Prison Chaplain  
• Cost $7.00 • RSVP: 30th April, 2009 to 
margaret Kidney 08 8332 3621 

Western australia
Saturday 2nd may 2008  
• St Lukes Anglican Church, Cnr.Rowlands & 
George Streets, maylands  
• 12 Noon for lunch & AGM  
• Guest Speaker:  
• RSVP for catering purposes by 24/4/09 to  
1300 554 025 or • email:  
michael@bushchurchaid.com.au

regional annual general meetings

SOUTH AUSTRALIA /

NORTHERN TERITORY

VICTORIA / TASMANIANEW SOUTH WALESQUEENSLAND / 

NORTHERN NSW

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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a year in profile

In the lead up to Christmas 2007 we were 

living with the Bushfires here on Kangaroo 

Island. Many of you will have read our story 

and seen the photos (RA Autumn 2008 

edition). Now we are 12 months on and 

everywhere there are signs of regrowth. 

Mallee trees burnt to the ground are now a 

metre high again. Larger trees wear sleeves 

of epicormic growth. The Yacca plants 

(grass trees) have had a massive flowering 

in response to the fires. Feral animal 

(especially goat) numbers are way down 

because the fire cleared areas no longer 

provided safe harbour for them. Destruction 

and rebirth – the cycle of life.

It will of course take many years 

before the impact of the fires fades into 

the background bush settings. It will also 

be many years before it fades from farm 

financial situations. It will never disappear 

from the lives of the family who lost a 

son. Yet for all that, 2008 has been a year 

of great hope for the people of Kangaroo 

Island. The water situation has been much 

better than the previous year. There has 

been a lot more stock feed available and 

many crops were better too. For those 

reliant on tourists, the numbers this 

Christmas have been much, much higher.

For the Church too the year has been 

one of continued regrowth giving a sense 

of hope for the future. There has been a 

sense of joy and excitement in many church 

activities and a willingness to try things 

differently. This has been evident in all 

aspects of the church’s life – worship, social 

and fundraising. The result has been steady 

growth again for the year.

One of the highlights was the “Just 

Regrowing

Parndarna 50th anniversary celebration
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Walk Across the Room” study series we 

undertook with the other churches in 

Lent. This course, promoting friendship 

evangelism and coming out of Willow Creek 

in America, left a lasting change in the 

ability of participants to share the Gospel 

effectively with others.

Another highlight was the visit by Greg 

Jones and his music. Greg participated in 

events from the local Gym, through the 

schools and local radio to a combined 

Churches gathering. 

A third highlight was the prayer grid 

we laid across the Island. We lit candles 

and prayed in each section of the Island 

from east to west, 160 km, and north to 

south, 40 km. There was even a plane 

circumnavigating the Island with people 

aboard praying as they went. This was a 

combined project for all the churches here 

and was tremendously successful.

A fourth highlight was the Mission we 

held in November. We were able to gain 

the leadership of Kerry Medway for this. 

Kerry spoke at gatherings across the Island, 

from a Rotary meeting, through various 

morning and afternoon teas, pub dinners 

and a combined churches rally. The results 

Archbishop Driver (centre) led the 
worship for Parndana’s 50th

Grass tree flowering
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weren’t as immediate or dramatic as we had 

anticipated but they have appeared and will 

continue to progress over time. The building 

seems to be one brick at a time rather than 

instant prefabricated.

In 2007 we hosted a visit from one of 

our link parishes – Warradale (Adelaide). 

In 2008 it was our turn to visit them. We 

spent an enjoyable weekend with them 

and shared in the audience of their annual 

Melodrama production. We look forward to 

them visiting again this year.

Much of the interior of Kangaroo Island 

was only opened up for settlement after 

WWII for Soldier Settlers. One outcome 

of this was the establishment of the 

community of Parndana, about half an 

hour from Kingscote and in the centre of 

the Island. 2008 saw the 50th anniversary 

of the consecration of their church and a 

big celebration for us with our Archbishop 

leading our worship.

2009 will see many changes here as 

Sandy and I move into retirement after 

Easter. We will be spending the first few 

months of the year setting the parish up 

for a period of less than full time ministry. 

There are many gifted and enthusiastic 

people here and nothing can beat the 

prayer support offered by the BCA 

Family. Please continue to pray for 

Kangaroo Island as we head into 

this time of change.

mark & sandy evans

Kangaroo Island

Archbishop Driver with members of Parndana congregation

Kerry Medway

Regrowing
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Through Fantastic Aussie Tours, these 

tours compete in every way with the high 

standards of other commercial tours offered 

to the traveller, with the added bonus of 

Christian fellowship, devotions and the 

special times spent with Field Staff.

In 2009, you have the choice of three 

tours covering Central Australia from 

Adelaide to Darwin, the West Coast from 

Darwin to Perth and a new tour is a family 

safari with the choice of tents or cabin 

accommodation that takes in Mildura and 

Western NSW in the NSW School holidays.

To assist you in your planning decisions, 

a free DVD is available for your personal 

use, or you may like to share it with your 

home groups from church.

You are invited 

to contact the 

nearest BCA 

Regional office 

for more tour 

details or your 

DVD.

For information email:  
BCATours@bushchurchaid.com.au

BCA TOURS

Central australia – 
4th June to 22nd June
Adelaide, Roxby Downs, Leigh Creek, Coober 
Pedy, Yulara, Alice Springs, Tennant Creek, 
Katherine, Gagadju, Darwin

north West australia 
26th June to 18th July
Darwin, Gagadju, Katherine, Kununurra, Fitzroy 
Crossing, Broome, Port Hedland, Newman, 
Tom Price, Karratha, Exmouth, Carnarvon, 
Shark Bay, Kalbarri, Geraldton, Perth

Family saFari 
4th October to 16th October (NSW school 
holidays) Melbourne, Bendigo, Ballarat, 
Halls Gap, Hiking in the Grampians, Red 
Cliffs, Mildura, Hay, Booligal, Hillston, Lake 
Cargellico, Forbes, Sydney

BCa tours – a speCial experienCe
if you are planning an australian holiday, a great 
option could be to consider one of the very unique 
and special australian tours that are arranged for 
supporters who are interested in 
meeting BCa Field staff on the field.



16 SummER 2008

as i began my chaplaincy in the olympic 
dam complex, i was impressed by the 
parallels there were with my task as 
an intentional interim minister. the iim 
process helps parishes refocus for their 
future. the church at roxby downs has 
many challenges and many opportunities 
as it looks ahead to what god will do 
through it.

History is foundational to understanding 

any organisation. WMC gave way to BHP in 

the establishment and growth of Olympic 

Dam. Each made their contribution and 

their mistakes and lessons were learned. 

And that is how it is with the church. We 

learn who we are by the journey which has 

got us here.

Hidden Factors: Half a kilometre 

underground exists a hive of productive 

activity which generates the wealth of the 

Olympic Dam mine. 300kms of tunnels, 

an ore train, scores of drillers, diggers and 

trucks and perhaps 300 people. Like the 

mine, much of the activity in the church 

lies below the surface. An IIM is tasked with 

digging down and finding what is hidden. 

Some factors are good and productive, 

some are risky, and some actually damage 

the church’s ministry. We need to recognise 

what lies below the surface and engage 

with it in a healthy way.

Handling decision making: A mine has 

a multilayered leadership system, Each 

layer has its place and purpose in getting 

decisions made, and ultimately it only works 

if people understand how it is supposed to 

work. A church may not be as complex, but 

every church has its own way of making 

(or avoiding making) decisions. The IIM 

process analyses how decisions are made by 

a church. When these lessons are accepted 

it can mean a freeing up in the decision 

making process, and new courage in team-

building.

Hope for the future. The IIM process 

helps a parish discover its God-given 

Producing God’s goods: the Roxby Story

Chaplain Bob
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identity for its future ministry, and paint 

a picture of the leadership (lay and clergy) 

it will need to put it into action. When a 

church understands its formative history, 

recognises how it makes decisions, comes 

to grips with the treasures and traumas 

which lie just under the surface, knows 

what God wants it to do for the future, and 

who to call to lead it, nothing will stop it 

from succeeding.

Entering the mine means driving 

through a section called “The Cathedral”, a 

reminder to me that we begin with a church 

God has already called into being. At the 

other end of the process come out copper 

and other metals which are pure and useful. 

What happens in between depends on the 

system working at its best. God calls us as 

a church to produce acts of righteousness 

and service which are both pure and useful. 

The task of the IIM process is to help the 

church, which God has created, to learn 

how to “produce the goods” in a way which 

is healthy and Christ centred.

bob mckay

Roxby Downs

(Courtesy of “The Willochran”,  

December 2008)

BCA Events

Robert & Jan McKay

thanksgiving & anniversary 
celebration service
Victoria/Tasmania Region

Brimbank Anglican Church 7.30pm Friday 

13th march 2009

melways map 15, C9

Guest Speaker Bishop John Harrower

BCA updates Canon Brian Roberts

nsW/act region 90th 
anniversary thanksgiving 
service & Picnic lunch
11am Saturday, 23rd may, 2009

st anne’s anglican Parish 
centre
Cnr of Gowrie and Church Sts Ryde

Guest Speaker: Archbishop Harry Goodhew

BCA updates Canon Brian Roberts 

Lunch: $15.00 per person

RSVP for catering purposes by 8th may, 

2009 to Vika 02 9262 2017 or email:   

vika@bushchurchaid.com.au

nsW/act region  
lunch with bca
1st tuesday of every month

1 – 2 pm

BCA Boardroom  

Level 7, 37 York Street, Sydney

BYO lunch – tea & coffee supplied

Meet with like-minded people and be 

updated on latest news

Enquiries : Vika 02 9262 5017 or

vika@bushchurchaid.com.au
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almost two years ago it became very 

apparent to the Wa committee,  to the 

then honorary regional officers, Philip & 

kathy knife, that it was time to make the 

Wa regional officer position full-time. 

A growing momentum has been 

generated within WA through all of their 

efforts and by the grace of God for the 

support of BCA. As of Easter this year I will 

follow in Philip and Kathy’s footsteps and 

move from being the BCA Development 

Officer to the first full-time WA Regional 

Officer. Obviously as a family we are excited 

about going home, having been away from 

Perth for most of our married life until now.

Of course such a move is one I am 

finding a little ironic. Last year, just before 

I began considering the position I found 

myself thinking about the whole question 

of ‘home’. Is home Sydney, that place where 

I live with my wife and sons? Is home WA 

and in particular Perth, where we were 

born and where the wider family live, full 

of so many memories for both Alison and 

I? Having lived now in a number of places I 

wonder if home is somewhere else? Peter, in 

the first chapter of his first letter, reminds 

us of the fact that our true home, our final 

home is our heavenly inheritance. We are 

returning ‘home’, not because of a pressing 

need to be close to family or because they 

can’t live without us or we without them 

– rather we are returning because we are 

answering a clear call from the Lord to 

‘We are pilgrims on a Journey’ Going home

Michael, Elliott, Alison & William Stuart
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serve him in this new role with BCA. 

As a family there is so much to thank 

God for in the last two years, for the 

many opportunities we have had to travel 

around parts of Eastern Australia, for the 

new friends we have made in Sydney and 

beyond and for the privilege of speaking at 

so many churches across NSW in a variety 

of contexts and styles about BCA’s ministry. 

The support programme for Religious 

Education will continue and be a part of 

my new role in WA and I will continue to 

reflect on how BCA can develop its profile 

amongst younger supporters. 

Pray for the WA Regional Committee 

and us as we look to the future direction of 

this ministry and of BCA in general. There 

is a great deal of support for BCA across 

the state and there is also a great deal of 

theological and cultural diversity across WA 

from mining towns in the North West to 

farming communities in the South West. 

There will be the challenge of travelling 

great distances, of time away from family 

and of focussing my attention on raising 

the profile of BCA in WA as well as 

supporting those involved in BCA supported 

ministry. Pray for God’s wisdom, strength 

and enabling that all would be done to 

God’s glory as we wait for the revelation 

of his salvation, for our home on that last 

great day.

michael stuart

‘We are pilgrims on a Journey’ Going home

for all those who have a passion for 

history and adventure comes a debut novel 

from bca supported revd chris thiele of 

the West tamar anglican Parish. set in 

the tumultuous years of  early tasmanian 

settlement, free too tells the unforgettable 

story of two teenage boys, whose lives are 

turned upside down by an encounter with 

a gang of bushrangers. 

Thiele brings his characters to life with 

a great deal of candor and adventure, 

but also with the greatest respect and 

compassion. English Novelist George Eliot 

once said “that any coward will fight when 

he’s certain of winning, but show me the 

man with the pluck to fight when they 

are certain of losing” and Thiele’s novel 

demonstrates this through the eyes of two 

teenage boys, in an intensely personal and 

vivid way.

“Free Too” explores the sovereignty of 

God in the face of injustice and cruelty, the 

power of friendship and the inner strength 

that comes from submitting  your life to 

Jesus. An inspiring read for all ages.

“Free Too”

Chris Thiele
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in an already weakened rural sector, 

climate change adds another level of 

stress by challenging the viability of 

agriculture, environmental integrity and 

community particularly through 

- decreased rainfall and altered rainfall 

patterns 

- increased summer temperatures

- agricultural practices that demand more 

water than is available 

- government policies relating to climate 

change and water availability

These factors in turn impact upon human 

activity though

- corporatisation of agribusiness by 

amalgamation of properties and reduction 

of families required to service them

- the sudden loss of two NSW farming 

sectors, rice production and Murray river 

dairying because of Government withdrawal 

of irrigation water entitlements and the 

flow-on effect for towns and communities; 

families leaving, a glut of houses for sale, 

loss of teachers, medical services and 

professional expertise

- decreased incomes for families and towns

- declining viability of rural communities 

generally through reduced incomes, loss 

of jobs, businesses, social and government 

services

- the need to travel large distances to 

access services such as Centrelink and 

Medicare

- increasing instances of mental illness 

associated with depression and a sense of 

failure and loss

What more is required to maintain an 

the challenge of climate change



adequate ministry in Dioceses affected by 

drought and climate change?

Firstly - the prayers and understanding 

of the wider Anglican Church. All Dioceses 

are affected to some extent by drought 

and climate change. Coastal Anglicans may 

experience this in terms of higher food 

prices and more severe weather. Rural 

Anglicans have these to contend with but 

with the added stress of extensive poverty, 

far fewer well-trained clergy, huge distances 

and comparatively 

tiny, poorly resourced 

congregations. 

Secondly – the 

financial support of 

the wider Church. 

Groups such as the 

Anglican Outback 

Fund and BCA 

greatly assist in the 

provision of rural 

ministry but generally 

speaking, rural 

Dioceses must currently provide almost all 

of their own funding for ministry. A greatly 

increased income flow into the AOF and 

thus into climate-change affected Dioceses 

will make a huge difference for ministry 

training, congregational resourcing and 

the maintenance of a strong cadre of well-

trained stipendiary clergy.

Thirdly – the preparedness of well-

trained clergy to serve in the bush. Coastal 

Australians are generally aware that rural 

Australia lacks an adequate number of 

doctors and dentists but are not so aware 

of the alarmingly low clergy numbers. 

The current low number of rural clergy is 

exacerbated by their increasing age profile. 

Again, it is often a matter of money. Rural 

Dioceses offer lower stipends and are often 

perceived to lack quality education, medical 

services and employment opportunities for 

clergy families. 

Fourthly – 

Diocesan boundary 

variations. This is a 

perennial issue but 

worth considering 

again in Dioceses 

stressed by drought 

and climate change. 

Riverina Diocese – 

which paradoxically 

does not include the 

main Riverina town 

(Wagga Wagga) - is holding it’s own at 

present but is the most potentially fragile 

rural Diocese. It is entirely agriculturally 

based and significantly irrigation-dependent 

with only two towns of more than 7,000 

people – Broken Hill with 19,000 (and 

declining) and Griffith with 22,000. 

CoASTAl AuSTRAliANS ARE 

GENERAlly AWARE ThAT 

RuRAl AuSTRAliA lACKS 

AN ADEquATE NuMBER of 

DoCToRS AND DENTiSTS BuT 

ARE NoT So AWARE of ThE 

AlARMiNGly loW ClERGy 

NuMBERS. 

Excerpts reprinted from the website of the Diocese of the Riverina with thanks from the 
Bishops of Willochra, Bendigo, Ballarat and Riverina. The full text can be found on the 
Riverina website (www.anglicanriverina.com).
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Welcome

Welcome to gary & nikki alexander. 
They will be serving in Kununurra with 

the Johnsons as of March with a view to 

staying on into 2010 and beyond. Pray 

for them as they transition into a new 

location and ministry in the bush with the 

support of the BCA family. We welcome 

James & skye Coats to a Ministry Training 

arrangement at Turvey Park/Tarcutta in 

the Diocese of Canberra & Goulburn. This 

is a partnership arrangement between the 

Diocese, parish and BCA.

Welcome also to may lee who is covering 

for Desiree (National Office) for the next 

few months while she is on maternity leave.

updates & moves

the stuart family returns to Western 

Australia at Easter when Michael will begin 

serving as the WA Regional Officer, having 

served as BCA’s Development Officer for 

the last two years. For the first time, this 

position will be full-time within WA.

graeme & rachel middlewick and their 

family have left Bluff Point and Graeme is 

presently serving as an Assistant Minister in 

a parish in the Diocese of Perth. Again pray 

for these families and the changes they 

face as they move into new ministries.

Peter linn, the SA/NT Regional Officer 

will be on a leave of absence until June as 

he goes on short-term deployment as a 

Chaplain with the RAAF. 

Post & Rails

Gary & Nikki Alexander Stuart family

Graeme & Rachel Middlewick with 
Joshua & Benjamin

James & Skye Coats with Eleanor
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farewells

BCA’s heartfelt thanks and prayers go out 

to graham & June knott who are leaving 

Croajingalong after three years of faithful 

service. Graham will minister in a parish 

back in the United Kingdom. Pray for them 

as they return home and settle in to their 

next ministry. 

Our thanks and prayers also go out to mark 

& sandy evans who are leaving Kangaroo 

Island after four years of service there with 

BCA. Pray for wisdom as they look to the 

future and enjoying retirement.

health

Welcome back to chris baxter, the NSW 

Regional Officer, who has been on leave 

after heart surgery. 

congratulations

To kim rees (formerly 

Eggleton) on the 

occasion of her 

marriage to Mr. Wayne 

Rees in December last 

year. Pray for them as 

they begin their life 

together as a couple 

under God. Kim will be 

leaving Alice Springs 

on 22nd March to 

move to Wallan, Victoria with her husband.

Our congratulations go to ken langshaw 

on being awarded an O.A.M. for services 

to the Anglican Church and to the 

Byron Place Community Centre. He will 

receive his award in Adelaide after Easter. 

Congratulations to BCA Councillor, stuart 
robinson, on his consecration and 

installation as Bishop of the Diocese of 

Canberra & Goulburn.

Congratulations to desiree & denis lam 

on the occasion of the birth of their third 

child Jared Lam in January.

Vale

It is with sadness that we note the death 

of dorothy duver in Melbourne. Dorothy 

joined BCA as a Hostel Assistant at the Port 

Lincoln Girls Hostel when it opened in 1955 

under the guidance of house parents Stan 

and Dorrie Hummerston and then moved 

to the BCA Hospital at Ceduna as Cook and 

General Assistant until 1966. We record our 

appreciation of her ministry and assure her 

family of our prayers. 
Continued over

Mark & Sandy Evans

Graham & June Knott

Kim Rees
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Vale theo hayman

It was Theo Hayman and his wife Joyce 

who felt that God was calling them to serve 

with BCA and they were first appointed to 

Streaky Bay SA in 1947 

later moving to the nearby 

mission of Ceduna/Penong 

where much travelling 

along the Trans Australian 

Railway line was involved. 

The effectiveness of his 

ministry was later told by a 

Christian train driver whom 

Theo had taught and 

brought to Jesus as a boy 

along the Railway. Another 

part of Theo’s work was 

his involvement with 

others making thousands 

of concrete bricks for the 

construction of the new 

St Michael and All Angels’ 

Church at Ceduna.

He acted as BCA 

representative in Adelaide 

for some years and later was called to 

be BCA Federal Secretary at a time when 

BCA ministry was reaching further into 

newly developing areas of Australia. He 

wrote of the magnitude of his new task 

and expressed his confidence in God for 

the work ahead. This once 

again involved much 

travelling and absence 

from his family as he 

encouraged Field Staff and 

promoted goodwill with 

Dioceses. 

Upon his retirement as 

Federal Secretary the 

BCA Council Chairman 

expressed gratitude for 

Theo’s inspiring leadership, 

pastoral care and 

evangelistic concern.

BCA has much to be 

thankful to God for with 

regard to Theo’s ministry 

and leadership over so 

many years of dedication 

and service. Our sincerest 

condolences and prayers 

go out to his wife Joyce and to the family 

and to his friends. 

Post & Rails

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is 
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Rev 21:1-4

canon theodore (theo) 
John hayman th.l. 

1920 - 2008
Bush Church Aid Society Service

Streaky Bay, SA 1947-50

Ceduna/Penong, SA 1950-57

Adelaide SA Representative  

1957-66 

Federal Secretary 1971-1988
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BCA also notes with great sadness the death 

of the Venerable denis William Warburton. 

‘Bill’ was known and loved by many in BCA 

and in the Australian Anglican Church, 

especially in Western Australia. In the early 

50’s he trained at Ridley under arrangement 

with BCA who were responsible for his 

fees. He then served with BCA at Tarraleah, 

Tasmania from 1955 to 1960, and at Minnipa 

from 1960 to 1963. In June of 1988 he was 

appointed the Archdeacon of the Pilbara 

and the Rector of Port Hedland and was 

again supported by BCA in that role. On the 

1st of July, 1992 he was appointed Dean at 

Geraldton Cathedral. 

Bill was a man of great grace, generosity 

and joy as well as intelligence and faith. Our 

heartfelt prayers and condolences go out to 

his wife Jennifer, to his family and to many 

of his brothers and sisters in Christ who will 

miss him. One of his favourite phrases was 

‘Happy Days’ and though it is a sad day for 

many, we know in Christ that these are now 

happy days for him.

Bill expressing memories of  BCA with 
National Director, Brian Roberts, 2006

DOnAtIOnS mADE 
SImPLER
bPay for bca
For our supporters who are familiar 

with BPAY – or who want to try it out 

– we are now offering this facility so 

donations can be made either through 

your internet banking or by telephone 

to your bank, credit union or building 

society. Donations can be made from 

either your cheque, savings or credit 

card accounts.

Our Biller Code is 88203. 
For Supporters wishing to use the BPAY 

facility – your Reference No. is the seven 

digit number appearing above your 

name and address on the mailing label 

of this Real Australian.

SA/NT BCA CENTRE – OFFICE HOURS

During Peter Linn’s Leave of 

absence the sa/nt centre wiLL 

be oPen from 9.00am to 1.00Pm 

monDay to thursDay.

PHONE: 08 8297 2077

Vale bill Warburton

The “Bill Warburton Memorial Fund” has 

been set up by the Diocese of NW Australia. 

The income will be used to train other 

Ministers for service in the North West. 
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from regularly looking through the 

local paper and chatting to people, you 

can’t help but notice that the drought 

in irrigation communities brings out a 

number of issues that communities need 

to think through. these are issues which 

often have differing views from various 

members of communities.

One such issue involves state borders. 

For example, 

recently in our 

area one side of 

the river was able 

to water their 

lawns and the 

other was not (we 

both are now). At 

different times, 

water allocations 

for irrigators on 

each side of the 

river may be different as well. Another issue 

is that of large corporations as opposed to 

the traditional family farm. Large operations 

gain the advantage of the economies of 

scales and tax advantage of the Managed 

Investment Schemes, and the smaller 

operations struggle to keep going. Some 

debate happens as to what is best for local 

communities in which people are employed 

by both large corporations and smaller 

outfits.

Another issue is the sale of water. 

This may be the government buying for 

environment flows, or other businesses 

purchasing water for use in another 

geographical location. This potentially 

may have a big effect on some local 

communities. If a major employer (or many 

smaller ones) closes its operation and sells 

its water, not only are those employees 

affected, but also the local communities in 

which they live (number of students at the 

schools, local shops, etc). 

In Victoria there has been an issue with 

one particular new pipeline. My aim here 

is not to make 

a judgment on 

the issue, but 

state that this is 

another issue with 

various points of 

view. Many people 

in the country 

see this as taking 

water away from 

the country and 

diverting it for the 

use of the city users.

I do not claim to understand all the 

issues involved, but what I do know, it is 

not only prayer for more rain that is needed 

(although that would be a big help) but 

also prayer for our irrigation communities, 

and for all those who make decisions about 

water policies and those affected by it. 

Pray for relationships amongst community 

members and that Christians in these 

communities will live and talk in ways that 

reflect the relationship God offers through 

his son Jesus Christ and be a light for Jesus. 

dale barclay

Sunraysia

Praying For Rain And Relationships

irrigation channel - Red Cliffs
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From the archives

another glimpse of bca’s varied ministry 

is given in some extracts from the real 

australian of march 1989 as we read,

“Brian knocked on my door at 9:30. A 

miner from down the track spending some 

of his days off in Darwin. He had lost his 

city friend to a king brown snake. His friend 

was a young dog. Brian was in grief and 

was searching to find understanding in his 

loss. We shared together well into the night. 

Sharing the Good News does mean having 

to open our lives and homes to those in 

need. So often God draws strangers across 

our paths and we too easily shy away 

from being vulnerable with our lives and 

hospitality. But then I am reminded of 

Jesus’ words (Matthew 25:35) “I was hungry 

and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a 

drink, I was a stranger and you received me 

in your homes”.

To welcome the stranger sometimes 

means becoming a stranger. Yet as we 

naturally share our faith across the fence 

or over the door mat, surprisingly things 

do take place. We can see the power of 

God’s love making bridges with strangers 

and that’s exciting. So how can we not 

be hospitable and make friends with the 

strangers that come our way?”

In their Australia wide ministry, BCA 

Field Staff still meet up with strangers who 

stay at their jobs for a couple of years, 

make money and then move on. 

Remember the Field Staff that they will 

be able to bring these people to be friends 

of God.

clem kirkby

Sunday School by the roadside
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 cards

bca 009 Real Australia Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

bca 011 Bygone Days Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

 music   

bca 129 Bring on the Day Garage Hymnal $24.95 

bca 223 A Very Very Very Big God Emu $16.95

bca 219 meet the King Emu $16.95

bca 205 Outrageous Praise 2 CD set $33.00

bca 206 Outrageous Praise Songbook $16.50

bca 222 We are His People Emu $19.95

BCA 207 You Alone–Emu Live Emu $19.95

bca 210 10,9,8 God is Great Buchanan $24.95

bca 221 Jesus Rocks the World Buchanan $24.95

bca 224 Sing 2 Jesus Sandra marscham $20.00

bca 226 moving Devotions with Buspa Dreamswork $25.00

BCA 227  Colin’s Favourites Plus DVD Buchanan $19.95

bca 231 J is for Jesus Karen Pang $19.95

bca 232 Living On the Inside Greg Jones $30.00

bca 234 take my Life Garage Hymnal $19.95

 books

bca 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust Kerry medway $14.95

BCA 117 Desperate Kerry medway $14.95

bca 101 the meaning of Life Jeanette Fogarty $12.00

bca 111 Fox tales from Far Flung Places Barbara Fox $16.50

bca 106 there are Flowers in the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

gift catalogue
francy the fearful 
firefly by 
Jen anderson
Childhood anxiety is one of this 
generation’s growing problems. 
Francy the Fearful Firefly is 
designed to open up the lines 
of communication between 
children and their parents, 
teachers and grandparents 
about fear and trust in God.
bca 130 $14.95

the real australian
“take my life” – 
garage hymnal
Garage Hymnal are 
a band devoted to 
building the body of 
Christ which evolved in 
2004 from the Sydney 
university Evangelical 
unions Annual Conference 
band. this project saw the band source material from 
young Christian songwriters all over Australia. ”take 
my Life” features eleven new congregational songs, 
plus fresh takes on songs by mark Peterson and Philip 
Percival
bca 234 $19.95
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 books 

BCA 107 After the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 104 unequally Yoked Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 112 the Last Lessons Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 114 Set of 4 Audrey Aspeling Books Save $10.00 $49.95

bca 124 Handprints of the Creator Peter nicholls $9.95

bca 120  Credible Witness Darren Cronshaw $25.00

BCA 127  teenage Bushranger  Kerry medway $19.95

bca 128 Amazing Grace Peter Rahme $7.95

bca 129 Dying to Be Heard Pro Hart $44.95

bca 131 Party Cakes Julie Lanham $24.95

 childrens books

bca 102 Jungle Doctor Comic Books–set of 12 Dr Paul White $15.00

bca 130 Francy the Fearful Butterfly Jen Anderson $14.95

 self helP & educational

bca 125 tibby Briar–Her Story Phyllis Collie $4.00

bca 123 Good Grief–Bad Time Terrence C.T. Tung-Yep $18.00

bca 116 Faith & New Frontiers Brian Underwood $22.00

bca 122 Aboriginal Stereotypes Alan Rogers $8.00

bca 121 White Fella Culture A must for nomads $8.00

 gift ideas

bca 010 BCA tie  $25.00

bca 012 BCA Pewter Key Ring  $5.00

bca 013 BCA teatowel  $8.00

bca 014 BCA Goldtone Pen (refillable) $7.50

bca 126 Heart Beat Prayer Cards set of 5  $5.50

“Party cakes” 
by Julie 
lanham
A colourfully 
presented and 
easy to follow 
cookbook for 
all celebration 
cakes. Julie 
Lanham (BCA 
Gilgandra) has put together 49 inspired 
designs to choose from, each with easy to follow, step 
by step instructions, including templates. 
bca 131 $24.95 

“free too”  
by chris thiele 
two teenagers, tom and 
George, find themselves 
trapped by bushrangers and 
forced into receiving stolen 
goods. Betrayal leads to 
their imprisonment. Chris 
thiele combines careful 
research of historical 
records, with his ability to 
tell stories to bring to life 
the events of Hobart town. bca 132 $28.50 

neW!
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bca code descriPtion quantity $ total

SuB-tOtAL

PLuS Postage and handling charges–$5.50 per order

tOtAL

my cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 mastercard    Visacard American Express

         expires on

name on credit card Signature

 

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter no. (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $5.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

real australian gift order form
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i would like to receive: 

i would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order        Credit card–please complete details below

 mastercard   Visacard         American Express

name on credit card ________________________________________________

Credit card no

Expires on _________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details 
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address

  postcode

email  telephone

Supporter no. (if available)  

response form

  the real australian magazine & 
Prayer notes

 the real australian magazine
  a money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support bca through my Will

  Information on how I can  
donate shares to bca

i would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways: 

2. i wish to make a regular donation 

 monthly  Quarterly  6 monthly  Annually 

 By Direct Debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to  

you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account using your Supporter number 
as a reference (or for anonymous donations–the reference AnOn followed by the first 
letter of your State). Our Bank details are : Westpac bsb 032 008 Account 000706

$1. my donation of                        to bca’s ministry–general funds
 Please tick here if you need your donation to be placed in a DGR fund
 (Tax deductible–Kirkby Trust; Medical; Outback Education; BCA’s preference)
 my merchandise Order form is attached 
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